ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A system for stripping an optical fiber includes a source air, and means for generating 
very short bursts of air. A heater heats the bursts of air to a temperature 
sufficient to remove the outer coating from an optical fiber, while maintaining the air isolated 
from the heat source. The heater includes a heater core that includes a heat generating element 
such as a conductive filament, and a heat chamber enclosed within the heater core. A spiral- 
shaped air conduit surrounds the outer surface of the heater core, and communicates with the 
heat chamber. Upon injection of air into the conduit, heat is transferred to the air from the heat 
generating element while the air flows through the air conduit and into and out of the chamber. 
A single burst of heated air removes the outer coating of an optical fiber, within less than one 
second. 
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